
BY HOWAED S. FISK.
DETROIT, Mich., July- 17. 1915.
THERE is no depression in the
automobile business in this
section of the country, at

least there is no indication of

it on the outer surface. The

automobile factories are jroin^ full

blast, and everybody is optimistic at

the outlook. The output for 1916 will

far exceed any yea'r in the history of

this wonderful industry.
.While there has been a marked reductionin the list prices of many of the
motor cars for the coming season, mis

Is due in nearly every instance to a

noticeable increase in the production.
During the year 1914 approximately
435,000 machines were produced. At

the close of that year there were in

-operation throughout the country 1,666,984pleasure cars. These owners contributed112,270,035.78 in registration
fees. In addition to this, motorists
gave to the road funds of the various
states in fines $101,364.
In 1915. the fiscal year of which is

about closed, about 525,000 cars have
been built. While it is hard to estimatethe number of cars in the 1916
production, it is predicted that the
1915 production will be exceeded by
over 100.000 cars. While a number of
announcements have been made of the
new models and prices for the coming
season, there are still a number to be
made yet. And along with future announcementswill still be found sharp
cuts in the prices. Several of the manufacturersare maintaining the same

price as 1915. While the price remainsthe same, the cars have been
given the benefit of many refinements,
which the prospective purchaser will
get the full benefit of. One manufacturerin Detroit is arranging to increasethe list price, according to well
defined rumors. It is about the only

t.. innrpasp in nrice is
scheduled to be made.

Investment Totals $2,000,000,000.
Alfred O. Dunk, president of the

Puritan Machine Company, one of the
best posted men in the automobile
industry, in speaking a few days ago
of the industry, said that conservative
figures show an. invesmeent of nearly
two billions of dollars in motor cars
alone. Think also of the vast capital
devoted to the production of accessoriesand supplies- These figures and
facts would fully justify the statement
that the manufacture and operation of
motor cars alone furnish an investmentof several billions of dollars of
American capital. I predict that the
next few years will see both -the outputand investment of capital in the
motor car Industry tremendously increased.
"The remarkable progress achieved in

a mechanical way with a consequent
heavy reduction in cost manufacture
will make it possfble in the near future
for any man or moderate means to own
his own auto. In fact, the motor car

has already passed the stage of being
a vehicle solely designed for pleasure.
Indeed it has become a most important
factor in the economical life of the
American people. The world holds no

parallel of such rapid giant strides as

nas marked the advance of the motor
car industry throughout the world."
Out here in the "hub" of the automobileindustry there is a grand rush

from every section of the Union for
ears. "More cars" is the cry to be
heard everywhere. Everybody is enthusiasticover the outlook, and all
One has to do is to pay a visit to the
various factories to prove this fact.
Last month was a hummer in the industry.
The sales managers of the various
ompanies are being swamped with

visitors and representatives appealing
for either early shipment of cars or an
increase In allotments. They have almostbegun to be regular orators, as

one salesmafiager expressed it the
other day. He has to keep his dealers
In good humor so that they won't
throw up the agency and take on anotherline, all of which requires considerabletalking an da display of diplomacyon his part. That it is part of his
position goes without saying. I heard
of one instance a few days ago -where
a dealer, w ho came here to the factory
to complain that he was losing orders
by not getting his cars, was about to
cancel his contract. After the salesmanagergot through with him he left
the office with a "smile that wouldn't
come off," and In the bargain had increasedhis order for shipments.

Suffering From Shortage.
There are a few factories suffering

from lack of parts, and until they are
received it is impossible to go ahead

"It's pretty hard to find anything
better thai a good promise well
kept."

.Mister Squeegee
niiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Men's greatness is measured,
not by the things they promise to
do, bat by what they accomplish.
So it is with all things in th
Many men have announced tf
tion of doing greater things with
than Edison has done.

They have not made their
good,and Edisonremains thewizart
The popularity of Diamond
Tread Tires is due to their meril
cheap mileage and fulfilling servic
ments with unvarying regularity.
Great promises are made for otl
promises that in many cases are net
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That comes pretty near giving yo
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with the production. Shortage of radi- a

ators and bodies seems to be in the main P

responsible for hold-ups, but these are
®

rapidly being overcome, and this week n
will see every concern running at full v
speed. While, as has been mentioned, y
tkuPa Jo tonrlannv tn rodllfo flin nrlfP r>

of cars for next season, the manufac- s
turers feel that their profits at the end e
of the year will be just as large, if not b
larger, being offset by the increase in g
the produc tion. The motor car is now f
considered a utility rather than a luxury.The public seems to demand a a

low-priced machine, accompanied by n

good workmanship and service, for s

everyday use. e

There is one concern in which the d
public Is probably more concerned than p
any other, and that is the Ford Motor ii
Company, by reason of the rebate o
which purchasers of 1915 cars were as- a
sured, provided the 300,000 mark was t
reached. The writer can assure owners tl
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READING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT ARE
TIONi A. R. ERSKINE, FIRST VI<
FOUNDED THE BUSINESS, AND .

In the National Capital that this figure y
was reached last 'Monday. This num- q
ber of cars was to be sold from August c
1, 1914, to August 1 of this year. July s
1 this concern had manufactured and
sold 292,000 cars, with an entire month p
in which to produce 8,000 cars in order p
to reach the required number. At the c
present time more than 40,000 cars are s
being produced a month in this one t
plant alone. When I visited the plant I)
a few days ago 20,400 men were being h
employed in three shifts of eight hours a
each. Shipments were delayed by the I
non-arrival of some minor part, but I
this has all been overcome. The conveyorsystem is working overtime, and c

as fast as the cars reach the end of the r

incline the motor is automatically ®

started and after being tested are shot £into the freight cars for various points. J;There are now in operation through- *.
out the world 1,500,000 Ford cars, and Jthis number I was told would be in- r
creased to 1,600,000 by October 1.
Inrlflpntallv thprp i«j nnthinir in thf)

rumor that has Rained everywhere that \
Henry Ford is going into the constructionof motor cycles. While the writer
has an inkling of what the policy for
1916 is to be, he is not at liberty to
make any announcement at this time.
There will also be some surprises In
store when the new branch is completedin Washington. The . new
$300,000 structure to be erected on
Pennsylvania avenue is to be in completeharmony with the plans to make
Washington the most beautiful city in
the world. The building is to be triangularin shape, measuring 139 by 166
by 125 feet. Rising six stories in
height, it will be a noticeable feature
of the Washington landscape. While
the property on the same side of the
Avenue Is now occupied by low buildings,indications point to the early
erection of modern structures. The
writer predicts that within two years
from the time of the completion of the
Ford branch Pennsylvania avenue will
be known as "automobile row," comparingwith Broad street, Philadelphia,and Michigan avenue, Chicago.
The Washington branch will not be
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n assembly plant, according to re- tb
orts. Its principal uses will be as a sh
ervice station for Ford owners in the oj
apital, and it will serve as a central di
leeting place for the tourists who st
isit the city in great numbers each ar

ear. Because of the fact that a gfeat 411
lany such visitors are expected, the
alesroom and showroom will be largrthan in the majority of Ford 1S

ranches, and special attention will be P*
iven to making the guests comortable.j;/
As an indication of the great impetus
11 over the country in sales of auto- f
lobiles, the Saxon Motor Company is
etting new records for shipments
very day. An average of 120 cars a jJl
ay Is being maintained at the big st
lant here. Records such as this make tb
t a simple matter to understand the n<
ptimism that prevails throughout the er
utomobile industry, and the prediction Ca
hat is frequently made to the effect bi
lat more automobiles win do suiu iiusjui
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ear than in the two previous years. b<
'his concern will produce about 25,000 ol
ars. Last month 2,700 cars were w

hipped to various points. di
While shipments were delayed tern- re

lorarily at the Hupp Motor Car Com- ti
any, that has all been overcome and A
ars are now going out at the rate of T
ixty a day. The force is working full g<
ime and at the present time the firm fc
8 over 2,000 orders behind. Business cz

las been booming in every direction
,nd every day additional workmen are cc

>eing taken on to hustle along the is
>roduction. fr
The plant of Dodge Brothers was an- H
>ther busy spot. The production Is being tt
apidly pushed along, jvitb several thou- b<
land employes at work iij the various cz

lepartments. Many improvements are tt
>eing made about the plant. Rest di
ooras and smoking rooms for the em- pi
>loyes are almost at the point of com- tti
detion. Another story has been added o 1
o the executive building and is being oj
Inished and equipped. In order to give pz
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le cars a satisfactory test prior to
dpment. a half mile track Is now in *

>eration adjoining the plant. In adtionan artificial hill ha3 been con- Sr1
ructed with a fifteen per cent grade J-
id is said to equal any hill test in ierr

ds section. The hill is constructed of ma

eel girders and trestle work. While jjai
has not been officially announced it de<
not predicted that any reduction in the
ice will take place in the models for on

ie coming season. About 9,000 men rai
e employed in the day and night ity

nli'
111. CO cl C mo tovil «. mi.v. . I

l)ut at the Packard Motor Car Com- a
my I found several new building's ou1
sing erected in order to care for the ^a^
creased business. One of the new mcJ
Hiding's was a machine shop, three Drj
ories In height. So rapid has been {j
e increase in the motor truck busi- 10
;ss that it has become necessary to
ect a new three-story structure to take
.re of that end of the business. The f{"
Hiding of motor trucks, since the
ltbreak of the European war has
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OP THE STtDEBAKER CORPORA- f°j
»NE OF THE FIVE BROTHERS WHO qu;
? IN CHARGE OF PRODUCTION. a

is
of

;en tremendous and it is to take care J{"c' this part of the production that it g,ft*
as found necessary to secure ad- Putional space. A new building* had raiscently been erected for the manufac- fh
ire of bodies by a new process. rea
bout 6.000 men are now on the rolls. <jhe company is experiencing the big- an,sst year in its history and has all the rpj.»reign truck business it can take
ire of trThe only concern that I found which
mtemplates an increase in its price *

^the Cadillac Motor Car Company, *

om rumors that are in circulation.
owever, there is but little doubt that a,e

le price for the "eight" next year will £e?
b advanced. I#ast year over 13,000 ^aJi
irs were built and starting tomorrow flu<
ie plant will start on the 1916 pro- raI
action, after being shut down for the ovt
ist two weeks while an inventory pf fac
ie stock was being made. The officials ly
the company have a feeling of great the

)timism at the present time. The bu1
ibl luur iiiuihiis nave uccn iuo ui^- | air
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it In the history of the company. c<
jr 400 cars were produced daily, h
announcement of interest is exitedto be made in the near future

? number of cars scheduled for next tl
tr will exceed last year's output. e<
he Maxwell Motor Company was an- p
er scene of unusual activity, pre- #,
atory to a big. year in 1918. The
v models arfe now under way, and Jile no official statement has been
de as to the price, there is some- J
ng in the wind. Last year some- JJ
ig like 27,000 cars were produced p
1 the expectation is that this year
it number will be more than dou- 1
d. Inventory has Just been taken
1 with a resumption of the ma- p
nery there will be no letup for
ne time to come. A feature of the £tory is a progressive assembly sys- t
n which has been installed and will n1 materially in the rushing of the ^

>duction next year. The policy for i
6 will be announced within the next cek or ten days. I,
he Chalmers Motor Car Company is «

rking night and day to produce f
s. According to President Hugh b
aimers, in commenting on the probisthat face motor car builders, is
king the decision on what kind of a
to build. The importance of this

;ision is apparent when one considers
shiftings that are constantly going
in the automobile business, due to

)id engineering development, severofcompetition and the caprices of
blic demands.
.t the King motor car plant the daily
tput is now reaching forty cars a

There will be no change in the
del for the coming season, while the
ce will remain the same. The proctionwill be between 7,600 and
000 cars for 1916. The company has
ioyed a highly successful season with
ilr eight, which will be continued
; coming year. W. L. Daly, sales
nager, in speaking of the outlook,
d yesterday: "In all my experience
»ave never seen so much interest so
in advance of the contract season,

e of the benefits which the automoeindustry in America has gained
a result of the European conflict is
tting the retail industry in the
ited States on a concrete selling
sis. It is claimed in this city, the
iter of the industry, that the past
o years has witnessed a wonderful
inge in the method of conducting
retail automobile industry. Dealers

s now invading Detroit, personally.
letter and otherwise, laying plans
the coming season."
robabry all sales records are being
ashed by the Hudson Motor Car
mpany. About 100 cars are being
pped out daily, but if 200 a day could
built that firm would ship them. The a
npany has just completed the distri- a
tion of $10,500 in cash to salesmen y
prizes in the spring selling tourna- r
nt. These tournaments are becoming c
marked feature of the selling plan, l
3 are said to be responsible for the r
iation of a large amount of enthusin.None of the money goes to the

ilers,but to the salesmen direct who
.ke the sales. According to General
.nager John N. Hill the outlook
unusually bright. A reduction in the
ice for this year has already been
nounced.
.s an indication of the rapid increase
business the Paige Motor Company
>ke ground last week for the erecnof a* building to be about the size
the present plan. The company

Lns to build about 10,000 cars this
ir, and when I was out at the fac

ya few days ago there was every
licatlon that this number would be
iched. The production at the present
ie is about fifty cars a day. In view
the increased production a reduction
the selling price has been announced
next season.

.t the Regal Motor Company's headartersthere was every evidence that
good year is expected. The factory
working steadily in the production
cars to meet the demand. Indications
im all parts of the country are that
» company will have one of the bigstseasons in its history. The outtof machines Is being increased as
)idly as possible to meet the demand,
e prices for next season have alidybeen announced in The Star,
'he home of the Detroit electric was
9ther busy place which I visited,
e Anderson Electric Car Company,
wording to Sales Manager G. D. Paireve,has just installed more than
1,000 worth of modern machinery to
ce care of the increased production
ich is scheduled for next year. The
s are about completed and with the
lumptlon of the force last week after
cing inventory the work on the proctionfor the coming year is being
jidly pushed. Last year something
*r a thousand cars were built in the
:tory, but this number will be greatexceededthe coming year. Adjoining
present plant a spacious one-story

llding is now in the course of conuction.The company Is in & better
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ondition today than ever before in its s!

istory. A three-day convention of the li
ales force was held the early part of v

le past week, repreesntatives from all v

sotions of the country being present, v

LjC. Erkman of Washington is present p
rofti the National Capital at the seslon.At the close of the convention r

tie policy df the company for 1916 will
robably be announced both as to the
umber of cars to be produced and the
rices. e

The Studebaker corporation, as usual, o
i always a beehive of industry. A visit <»
D the plant dispels all doubt as to u
resent financial conditions. The hum i
f machinery and the hustling of em- a
loyes -in every direction gave evidence s
hat the new models are being hustled fc
hrough as rapidly as possiblee with 9
lodern machinery. E. R. Benson, vice- t
resident of the company, who has Just s
eturned from a trip to the Pacific r
oast and northwestern Canada, is j,
ighly enthusiastic over the outlonk. n
California," Mr. Benson said, "is just
eeling the effect of the slow-up in bu- r
iness that was experienced in the east p
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ALBERT RUSSEL ERSKIXE.

.nd then the middle west a few months i
»go. However, it cannot be very bad,
trith the Panama-Pacific exposition is
eported as already having: a balance fi

n the right side of the ledger. There C
s something peculiar about how these A
novements of prosperity and depres- n
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Ion operate, the wave, as a rule, start- ]
ig In the east, and making its way
restward. The coast, I anticipate, will
ery soon be enjoying the same relvalof business as is now being exerlencedIn the east and middle west." »

At the meeting of the hoard of diectorslast weeek in New Tork, Albert th
Lussell Erskine, was elected president w
f the corporation, succeeding FredrickS. Fish, who becomes chairman or
f the board, the executive and finance
ommittee. Mr. Erskine became treasrerof the corporation in 1911, and in in
913 was elected first vice-president
nd treasurer. J. M. Studebaker, the
urviving one of the five Studebaker
mothers, who founded the business. atill stays at tjje head of the corpora- ac
ion as honorary president, having re- *Gflgned as chairman of the board of di- m
ectors. The announcement of the polcyfor next year has already been
nade. , toOne of the most unique companies in ar
't-iiuii is me ruruan othuiuiic v uiii- ^
any. This concern has purchased the n?tock and fixtures of sixty-five auto- tQlobile factories in the past two years, thnd, In order to take care of owners of bfbsolete cars, is acquiring: property to
ike care of the tons and tons of equiplentafter purchase. This concern will Trobably take over the Briggs-DerolterCompany, which recently went p
nto the hands of receivers. There is
very indication that the new owners tllrill continue to build the Detroiter car, n(
>ut it will be several days yet before jpfflcial announcement is made as to the 0'j
uture policy.
Whether or not the practice of an- rf
lounctng new automobile models in
he middle of the selling season will '

ontinue, or the date be advanced un- mil fall or the New York automobile jj,how, is a question being given seri- jn
'us consideration at this time by a
umber of automobile manufacturers
nd a committee appointed by the NaionalAutomobile Chamber of Com- '

nerce. This committee has been apointedfor the sole purpose of investi-
rating midseason announcements, lA
lanufacturers realize that to make anouncementsjust when automobile pur- C
hasers are about to place their orders
s a problem, said to be worthy of in- p.estigation. Dealers generally, it is
aid, seem to favor getting away from m

nidseason announcements. A number P:
f automobile purchasers have gone on E.
ecord as being in favor of seeing new
models in the early spring rather than fi,ust at the time the buying public is
bout to purchase. w

, ai

Into Top and Trimming Co. Opens. Jc

Opening of the new home of the d
imerlcan Auto Top and Trimming
'ompany was held Wednesday night, at
Lbout 150 automobile agents and sales- st
len were present at the dinner. ez
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ur privilege t
2 car that has establis
>f value, simplicity, a(
r and comfort.
>w that the Mi
greatest automobile
This is not a mere sfc
now it, too, when yoi

i J
eauuiui car ana riuc

;ribe comfort t
ever experienced it i?
perience comfort you 1
e your pleasure when you
ride with us in the new M

it every motori;
^ motorist to see thi
proclaim or publish that th
car value ever offered you
it is not a bombastic clain
ut a statement that you yc
ur own opinion.
why seek for words

ie?

say is see this car.j
f.we rest our case on the

Mitchell.You'll Long to Dri
is Mitchell.You're Sure toOwn

i.' Automobile and Suppl;
am, 1405 H St N.W., Phone M. 0
Station, 61 Pierce St N.En Lin. 40

BOARD TO DDI HEADLIGHTS.

iltimore Body Will Control Dueling:Lamp* in City limit*.
rhe glaring automobile headlight that
inds pedestrians la now a thing of
e past In Baltimore. What do and
hat do not constitute proper head?htswithin the meaning of the new
dlnance, which went into effect July
was decided upon recently by the

>ard of motor vehicle and headlight
spection, at a meeting held at the
uto Club of Maryland, 12 West Mount
oval avenue.
rhe law provides that no operator of
motor vehicle shall use a dazzling
tetylene or electric lamp on the front
his car within the limits of Haitiorecity unless the light be covered,

inded or dimmed, to do away with the
izzle and glare. A fine of from fi
$5 is provided for each first off nse.

id from $5 to $2T» for each subsequent
fense. For the purpose of the ordi-
ince ine owner ol me venu-it* is nei«i

be the operator. Tower is vest* d In
e headlight board to define wlvrit are
adlights and to establish standards
Illumination for automobiles.

Everything possible has been done to
event the new ordinance working* a

irdship upon the automobile owner.
Ight patent devices for the dlmmlnc
headlights have been approved by

io board, but the purchase of these is
)t made compulsory. Paint, brass polhor soap can be used upon the Inside
the glass to soften the grlare. but the

»gree of capacity attained must be ac

quired In general order No. 4, Issued
f the board.
That order provides that the capacltv
ust be such as will '"prevent the out
nes of the flame or electric lights be
g visible when looking* through the
lass from the front."

rO PUSH PATHFINDER SALES.

T. E. Stalnaker Become* Vice Preiilent
of the Indianapolis Company.

For the development of the new 19
ithflnder Single-stx and Twin-six
odels, which are manufactured by the
fithflnder Company of Indianapolis. W.
Stahlnaker has just become vice

esident and manager of sales. Idenfledwith him Is St. Clair Couzens.
ho has been for the past five years
itomobile editor of the Chicago Dally
>urnal.
Mr. Stalnaker has had experience in *

licago as a retail automobile disibuter.Mr. Couzens has studied the
itomobile situation from the buyer's
andpoint and through his newspaper
iperience.

lent
2SOI
>. 6. Racine HSj

hed new |H
tcheil HIvalue in j§H
itement. IgB
i see this B8a
in if fmai

fWUH

0 one H
iave never TO
accept our Ej|l
it and
s car so Bw
e Mitchell gpHwill know 83§Bi
1 or over- frag
mrself will fill

to drive pBB
judge its gg|
: merits of Hg|
i One §3pj|a
y House jPfn

Bhm

p


